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Absolutely by chance, a Roman bronze aquila (Fig. 7/ a-d) has been
discovered in the ploughed field in the area of the locality Salcuta, Dolj County.
A short time after the discovery, it was given to me for study®; consequently it
was bought2 and donated to the Museum of Oltenia, Craiova. Because it is an
important discovery, we have decided to publish it, to introduce it as fast as
possible into the specialized literature.

The piece was fully cast, and its weight shows that the metal
composition contains, except for bronze or other metals, an important quantity of
lead. On its surface there is a greenish patina, characteristic of ancient bronze
pieces; this patina is "interrupted" from place to place because the piece was
gilded on the entire surface. The golden film has been preserved here and there
(Fig. 7/ a- b).

The representation is a little bit distorted (Fig. 1/ a - c), with the right
wing lower than the left one; this distorsion could have come from a strong
compression; because of this, the feathering of the right wing is a little bit erased
in comparison with the left wing. The anatomical features have almost been
destroyed: the eyes, the beak and the mouth cannot be distinguished, and the legs
have been pulled half down. The wings are outsized related to the sizes of the
body, and they are wide-open as if the bird had been flying. The tail looks like a
fan. The few preserved details allow us to consider that the aquila was carefully
made. If we take into consideration that the piece was gilded then we can say
that it is a valuable representation belonging to an important military unit; it
cannot be specified now if it was a unit of legio type or an auxiliary troop.
Dimensions: the length- 16.8cm; the height- 8.2cm. Weight- 340g.

1. It is possible that we are dealing with a representation which was
attached on top to a wooden rod, carried by an aquilifer®. The proud attitude of
the bird and the golden film on the surface supports this hypothesis. Against this

! By Lili Sipeanu and Silviu Raduta.

2 By dr. Adrian Gheorghe.

% An artistic impression at Simkins 2001, p. 58, plate 6; see also the representation of Gnaeus
Musius, aquilifer of legio XIV Gemina, on his funeral stone, acc. to Goldsworthy 2008, p. 96.
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theory, the small weight and sizes of the aquila from Salcuta can be invoked.
However, if we take into account the fact that the feet of the bird have not been
preserved, and also the fact that the aquila must have held a bunch of lightning
in its claws (not preserved), then the sizes and the weight do not represent a
problem. This kind of objects usually belonged to the legions®. To the south of
the place of discovery, there is the village Cioroiu Nou, where a detachment of
Legio VII Claudia has been attested by inscriptions and stamped bricks from the
first half of the 3" century®.

2. Another possibility is that the aquila presented here may be a
representation of signum militaris type, attached to a standard (together with
other images or symbols) which was carried by a signifer®. In this case, | have
also consulted the study of A. von Domaszewski, which was published a century
ago’. According to this study, during the 1%-2" centuries A.D., the
representations of signum militaris type were placed in the middle of the
standards, while from the early 3" century, they were fixed on the top®. If this is
correct, the aquila from Salcuta seems to belong to the second category; other
details cannot be given because the lower part of the bird' feet has not been
preserved. The bird's claws might have been drawn together and they could have
also been a fixing system.

My attempts to locate precisely the place of the discovery have failed.
The situation is similar to the other Roman aquilae discovered on the territory of
Romania®; some of them were also discovered by chance; others are known
because of their presence in different private collections. Therefore, the
archaeological context cannot be used.

On the map of Roman Oltenia made by Professor D. Tudor (Fig. 2), the
locality Salcuta is not represented as a Roman site; in the vecinity of Silcuta,
there is Tencanau village, where Roman coins and a fragment of a funeral stela
have been found '°. During a surface survey, | have seen pottery fragments and
fragmentary tiles and bricks spread on a large area. It could be an important
Roman settlement.

With the aquila from Salcuta the number of the discoveries of this type
from the present territory of Romania increases ™. It is confirmed once again, if

4 Plinius, Naturales historiae, X, 6; Feugére 2002, p. 47.

® Bondoc 2010, p. 16.

® A brief typology of the standards at Feugére 2002, p. 50, fig. 40, acc. to P. Filtzinger, 1975.
" Domaszewski 1909, p. 1-15.

8 Domaszewski 1909, p. 12-13.

°Pop 1977, p. 111-131.

10 Tudor 1978, p. 225; Bondoc 1997, p. 272, no. 2.

1 The bibliography of this issue, at Pop 1977, p. 111, the footnote 2.
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necessary, the intense presence of the Roman army in this space from the
conquest to abandonment, and also the military character of this province.

APPENDIX 1

The composition analysis of the Roman bronze aquila, from Salcuta
(dr. Bogdan Constantinescu)

The gilded part: Sn=51%; Cu=18.5%; Pb=16.6%; Au=8.5%; Sb=3%; Fe=1.4%;
Zn=traces. The correct composition is the one from the bronze part (see below), the
percentage of gold is just a tracer of the golden pellicle from the surface.

The bronze part: Sn=77.6%; Cu=1.5%; Pb=14.6%; Sb=4.2%; Fe=1.4%;
Au=traces.

The bronze part- the wing point: Sn=78.9%; Cu=2.3%; Pb=12.1%; Sb=5.1%;
Fe=1.1%; Au=traces.

The bronze part- tail point: Sn=55.8%; Cu=10.0%; Pb=23.3%; Au=5.7%;
Sh=3.1%; Fe=1.3%; Zn=0.8%. The tail was gilded; the correct composition of the
bronze is the one from the previous measurements (see above).

Comments: It is about an unusual bronze, in fact an alloy of tin, lead and much
antimony, with a rather lower melting point and many possibilities of moulding, that is
specific to Roman statuettes and statues. The large amount of copper in the gilded part of
the piece, suggests that the pellicle of gold is in fact an alloy of gold and copper. The
iron comes most probably from impurities like ground, dust, etc.

APPENDIX 2

Analogies for the Roman aquila from Salcuta coming from the territory of
Romania are the following: Barbosi- two pieces, Racari*® and Orlea™. There are other
representations of Roman aquilae in this area (Desa, Romula), but they belong to aother
type of representations, probably with the same significance.

Apart from the size and weight differences, taking into account its posture, the
similar pieces to the aquila from Silcuta are presented below.

1. Barbosi: a bronze aquila (Fig. 3), rendered in vertical position, waiting, a
little bent to the left; the wings are half-open; the bird has a strong beak, open eyes,
strong feet with prominent claws, rich feather suggested by incisions; very well
preserved; accidentally found; when it was published, the piece belonged to dr. N.
Macellariu private collection; the sizes are unspecified.

Bibliography: Gh. Stefan, Nouvelles découvertes dans le «castellum» romain de
Barbosi, Dacia, V-VI (1935-1936), 1938, p. 345, fig. 6.

2. Barbosi: a bronze aquila (Fig. 4), rendered in vertical position, with the head
to the right and open wings; the eyes are open, the neck is strong, the feather was

12 Stefan 1938, p. 345, fig. 6; Dragomir 1983, p. 63-68.
13 Tudor 1936, p. 186, no. 8; Pop 1977, p. 117, no. 4; Bondoc, Gudea 2009, p. 206, no. 494.
14 Teposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 126, no. 167.
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suggested by incisions; on its chest there is an orifice'®; sizes: height- 4cm; length- 6cm;
accidentally found in the area of the Roman camp; the Museum of Galati.

Bibilography: I.T. Dragomir, Vultur de bronz, 0 noud emblema militarad romana
descoperita in sudul roman al Moldovei, Muzeul National, VII, Bucuresti 1983, p. 63-68.

3. Racari: a bronze aquila (Fig. 5), rendered when the bird was ready to fly, the
head is turned to right, the details of the face, the feather, even the claws were carefully
made by incised lines; the feet are covered by abundant feather; at the lower part of the
tail, there is an orifice made for fixing the piece in a socle. Sizes: length- 9.5cm; height-
9cm. When it was published, the piece belonged to Gh. Georgescu-Corabia private
collection.

Bibliography: D. Tudor, Cdteva descoperiri din Dacia Inferioard, Anuarul
Institutului de studii clasice, 11 (1933-1935), 1936, p. 186, no. 8.

C. Pop, Signa militaria de bronz in Dacia romana, 1977, ActaMN, XIV, 1977,
p. 117, no. 4.

D. Bondoc, N. Gudea, Castrul roman de la Ricari. Incercare de monografie,
Cluj-Napoca 2009, p. 206, no. 494,

4. Orlea: a bronze aquila (Fig. 6); the bird was rendered in vertical position on
a socle, with open wings, exophthalmic eyes, the feathers were sketched using incisions;
an object of poor quality from artistic point of view; height- 4cm. The Museum from
Orlea.

Bibliography: L. Teposu-Marinescu, C. Pop, Statuete de bronz din Dacia
romand, Bucuresti 2000, p. 126, no. 167.

Translated by dr. Mihaela Pena

0 ACVILA ROMANA DE BRONZ DE LA SALCUTA, JUD. DOLJ
REZUMAT

Absolut din intAmplare, o acvila romana de bronz (Fig. 7/ a - d) a fost descoperitd pe
teritoriul localitatii Salcuta, jud. Dolj, pe o aratura din vecinatate. Piesa a fost turnata "plin", iar
greutatea sa indica faptul ca in compozitia aliajului din care a fost realizata, pe langa bronz si alte
metale, a fost folosita o cantitate importanta de plumb. Pe suprafata poartd o patind de culoare
verzuie caracteristica bronzurilor antice; patina este "intrerupta" insa din loc in loc datorita faptului
ci piesa a fost aurita pe intreaga suprafata. in prezent, pelicula de aur nu se mai pastreaza decét pe
alocuri (Fig. 7/ a-b). Reprezentarea este usor deformata (Fig. 1/ a - c), cu aripa din dreapta mai
lasata decat cea din stanga, deformarea putdnd proveni ca urmare a unei presari puternice; din
aceastd cauza penajul de pe aripa dreapta este mai sters decat de pe cealaltd. Daca ludm in calcul
faptul ca piesa fusese auritd, atunci ne aflam in fata unei reprezentari valoroase, apartinand unei
unitati militare importantd; nu se poate specifica in acest moment daca este vorba despre o unitate
de tip legio sau una auxiliard. Dimensiuni: lungime- 16,8cm; inéltime- 8,2cm. Greutate- 340g.

Analogii pentru acvila romana de bronz descoperita la Salcuta s-au mai gasit pe teritoriul
Romaniei, dupa cum urmeaza: Barbosi- doua piese (Stefan 1938, p. 345, fig. 6; Dragomir 1983, p.

15 A similar orifice was made on the chest of a marble aquila discovered at Perisor, acc. to Bondoc
2000, p. 253-256.
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63-68), Ricari (Tudor 1936, p. 186, nr. 8; Pop 1977, p. 117, nr. 4; Bondoc, Gudea 2009, p. 206, nr.
494) si Orlea (Teposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 126, nr. 167). Mai exista insa si alte piese cu
reprezentari de acvile de bronz descoperite in acest spatiu (Desa, Romula), dar acestea apartin unui
alt tip de reprezentari, foarte probabil cu aceeasi semnificatie.

LISTA ILUSTRATIILOR

Fig. 1. a - ¢ Acvila romana de la Salcuta, judetul Dolj.

Fig. 2. Localitatea Sélcuta pe harta Olteniei romane.

Fig. 3. Acvild romana de la Barbosi, dupa Gh. Stefan, 1938.

Fig. 4. Altd acvildi romani de 1la Barbosi, dupd LT. Dragomir, 1983 si
www.migl.ro/colectii/arh/vultur/html.

Fig. 5. Acvila romana de la Racari.

Fig. 6. Acvild romana de la Orlea, dupa L. Teposu-Marinescu, C. Pop, 2000.

Fig. 7. a- d Acvila romana de la Salcuta, judetul Dolj
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Fig. 1 a - ¢. The Roman aquila from Silcuta, Dolj County.
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Fig. 3. A Roman aquila from Barbosi, acc. to Gh. Stefan, 1938.
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Fig. 4. Another Roman aquila from Barbosi, acc. to www.migl.ro/colectii/arh/vultur/html; I.T.
Dragomir, 1983.

Fig. 6. A Roman aquila from Orlea, acc. to L. Teposu-Marinescu, C. Pop, 2000.
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Fig. 7. The Roman aquila from Salcuta, Dolj County.




MNepesopg google

CoBepLueHHO cy4aiHo pumckan bpoH3oBas akBuAaa (puc. 7/a-r) 6bina o6Hapy»KeHa Ha naliHe B paioHe
mecTHocTu Cankyua, yesa oK. Bckope nocne oTKpbITUA OH 6bii nepegaH MHe Ans nsyvyeHun 1;
cnepoBaTesnibHO, OH Bbln KynaeH 2. Kycok 6bl1 NOAHOCTbIO OT/IUT, U €ro BEC MOKa3blBaeT, YTO B COCTaB
MeTanna, Kpome 6pPoH3bI AN APYTMX METaNN0B, BXOAUT 3HaUNTEIbHOE KOIMYeCTBO CBMHLA. Ha ero
NOBEPXHOCTM MMEETCA 3e/1eHOBATbIN HANeT, XapaKTepHbIN AN APeBHMX BPOH30BbIX M34EeANIT; 3Ta
naTMHa «MNpepbIBaeTCcA» C MecTa Ha MecTo, MOTOMY YTO u3aenne 6bl10 N030/104EHO MO BCEl
nosepxHocTu. Koe-rae coxpaHunach 30/10TaA naeHkKa (puc. 7/ a - 6). 1 nepeaaH B gap myseto OnTeHnn B
Kpaiose. MOCKO/IbKY 3TO Ba*KHOE OTKPbITUE, Mbl peLlnav onyb6anMKoBaTb €ro, Kak MOXHO CKopee BBECTU
B CNeLManmM3npoBaHHyo AnTepaTypy.

MN306pakeHne HeCKObKO MCKaXkeHo (puc. 1/ a - B), npaBoe KPbl/io HUMKE IEBOr0; 3TO UCKaXKeHMe MOrio
NPOU30NTN OT CUNILHOTO CXKATKA; U3-3a 3TOFO OMNepeHne NPaBoro Kpbljla HEMHOIO CTEPTO MO CPAaBHEHUIO
C IeBbIM KpPblZIoM. AHaTOMUYECKME 0COOEHHOCTM NOYTM pa3pyLUEHbI: F1a3a, K/AOB U POT He Pas3/InunMbl,
a HOMM HANOI0BMHY onyLeHbl. Kpblnibsl yBeIMYEHbI MO CPaBHEHMIO C pa3Mepamn Tesia U LWMPOKO
pPacKpbITbl, KaK ByaATO NTULA neTena. XBOCT NOXOXK Ha Beep. HemHoroumcaeHHble coxpaHumBLUMecs
AeTanun No3BoNAKT CYUTATb, YTO aKBUAA BblNa TLLATENbHO M3roToBAEHa. ECAu NPUHATL BO BHUMaHME,
yTo NpeaMeT 6bi/1 N030/I04YEH, TO MOXKHO CKa3aTb, UTO 3TO LLEeHHOE U306parkeHne, NpuUHaaexKallee
BaXXHOM BOMHCKOW YacTu; ceiidac Henb3a yKasaTb, Obl/10 1M 3TO NogpasaeneHune Tmna AermoH unm
BCMOMOraTe/ibHOe BOIMCKO. Pasmepsbl: AnnHa- 16,8cm; BbicoTa- 8,2cm. Bec- 340r. 1. BO3MOMKHO, Mbil
nmeem Aeno c n3obparkeHnem, NPUKpPeneHHbIM CBEPXY K AePEBAHHOMY CTEPXKHIO, HECyLLeMycs
akeunmdepom 3 . lopaoe OTHOLWEHME NTULDBI U 30/I0TOM HaNeT Ha MOBEPXHOCTU NOATBEPKAAIOT 3Ty
runotesy. [poTMB 3TOMN TEOPUN, MOXKHO COCNATbLCA Ha HEOObLLIOW BEC M pa3dmepbl akBU/bl U3 Cankyubl.
OAaHaKo, ecnn NPUHATbL BO BHUMAHWE TOT PaKT, YTO HOMM NTULLbI HE COXPAHUAMCH, @ TaKXKe TO, YTO akBMa
[0oNXKeH bbln Aep’KaTb B KOITAX NYYOK MOJIHUIA (He COXpaHUACA), TO pa3mepbl U BEC HE UMEIOT 3HaUYEeHuUs.
npeactaBnaTb npobnemy. Takne npeameTbl 06bIYHO NPUHAANEXKaNN nernoHam 4 . K tory oT mecTa
HaXo4KM Haxoantca aepeBHs Yopoity-Hoy, rae otpaa Jlermo VIl KnaBanu 3aceBuaetTenscTBoBaH
HaAMUCAMM U LUITAMNOBAHHbIMW KMpPNYamm nepBoi noaosuHbl Il B. 6bITb M306parkeHnem TMna signum
militaris, NpuKpenaeHHbIM K WTaHAAPTy (BMecTe ¢ ApYrMmM U306parKeHnaMmn Uam cMMBoiamu),
KOTOpPOE HOCM O3HaYatoWmii. 6 . B aTom ciiyyae A TakxKe obpatuaca K uccnegosaHuto A. ¢poH
JomalueBcKoro, KoTtopoe 6b1/10 onyb61MKoBaHO cTosieTMe Ha3ag, 7. CornacHo SToMy UCCNea0BaHMIo, B
TeuyeHue |-l BB. H.3. n306paxkeHuns Tmna signum militaris pacnonarannce B cepesiHe WTaHAaPTOB, a C
Ha4yana lll B. OHM 3aKpenNAAnCb Ha BepLlmHe 8 . Ecan 3TO Tak, TO akBMaa n3 CanKyLbl, NO-BUANMOMY,
NPUHAANEXNT KO BTOPOI KaTeropuu; apyrme nogpobHOCTM NPUBECTN HEBO3MOMKHO, TaK Kak HUXKHSAA
4acTb NTUYbUX Nan He coxpaHmnacb. Kortm NTuubl Mornim 6biTe CBEAEHbI BMECTE, a TaKKe MOraun ObiTb
cuctemon puKcaumm.

Mou NOonbITKM TOYHO ONPeaEeUTb MECTO HAXOAKWU He YBEHYANUCL ycrnexom. CUTyaLmsa aHanormyHa
OPYTUM PUMCKUM aKBWIaM, 0BHapyKeHHbIM Ha TeppuTopun PymbiHMK. 9 Ha KapTe pumckoi OnTeHuu,
cocTtaBsieHHoM npodeccopom [l. Trogopom (puc. 2), mecTHocTb CasiKyLLa He NpeacTaBaeHa Kak pUMCKas
CTOSIHKA; B OKpecTHOCTAX Ca/IkyLbl HAXOAUTCA AepeBHA TeHKaH3y, rae 6blin HanaeHbl PUMCKME MOHETSI
1 dparmeHT norpebanbHOM CTe/bl; HEKOTOPbIE M3 HUX TaKKe Obl/IN 0BHAPYKEHbI Cly4aiiHo; apyrue
M3BECTHbl 6/1aro4apsa HaIMUMIO B PA3HbIX YACTHbIX KONEKUMAX. [103TOMY apXeosorMyeckmii KOHTEKCT He
MOKeT bbITb Mcrnonb3oBaH. 10 C nossaeHMeM akBubl U3 Ca/IKyLbl YBE/IMYMBAETCA YNCIO HAXOA0K 3TOrO
TUNA Ha COBPEMEHHOW TEPPUTOPUM PymbiHUK. Bo Bpems NoBepxHOCTHOro obcneaoBaHua A Bugen
dparmeHTbl FIMHAHOM Nocyabl M 06/10MKM NAUTKU U KMpNnYa, pa3bpocaHHble Ha 6onbloi naowaau.
3To Morn10 6bITb BaXKHbIM PUMCKMM noceneHneM. 11 . Ewe pa3 noateepgaercs, ecim HeobxoaMMocCTb,



WMHTEHCMBHOE NPUCYTCTBUE PUMCKON apMUM HA STOM MNPOCTPAHCTBE OT 3aBOeBaHWA 40 OCTaB/eHNs, a
TaKXe BOEHHbIV XapaKTep 3TON NPOBUHLUUN.

MPUNOMXEHNE 1 AHanuns coctaBa pMMCKOM 6pOoH30BOM akBUAbI M3 CanKyLbl (A0KTOp BoraaH
KoHcTaHTUHecKy) No3onovyeHHasn Yactb: Sn=51%; Cu=18,5%; Pb=16,6%; Au=8,5%; Sb=3%; Fe=1,4%;
Zn=cnegbl. MpaBUAbHbIN COCTaB — COCTaB U3 BPOH30BOW YacTU (CM. HUMKE), NPOLLEHTHOE coAepiKaHue
30/10Ta — BCETO INLLIb Tpaccep 30/10TOMN NIEHKM € NOBEPXHOCTU. BpoH30Bas YacTe: SN=77,6%; Cu=1,5%;
Pb=14,6%; Sb=4,2%; Fe=1,4%; Au=cneabl. BpoH30Bana YacTb - ocTpMe Kpblaa: Sn=78,9%; Cu=2,3%,;
Pb=12,1%; Sb=5,1%; Fe=1,1%; Au=cneabl. BpoH30BaA YacTb-xBOCT: SN=55,8%; Cu=10,0%; Pb=23,3%;
Au=5,7%; Sb=3,1%; Fe=1,3%; Zn=0,8%. XBOCT Obl/1 N030/104EH; NPaBU/IbHbIN COCTaB BPOH3bI - TOT, YTO U3
npeablaywmx namepeHuii (cm. eoie). KommeHTtapumm: Peub naeTt o HeobbluHOM BpOH3e, haKTUYeCKM
cnnaBe 0/10Ba, CBMHL,A M HONbLIOTO KOAIMYECTBa CyPbMbl, C LOBOJLHO HU3KOW TEMMNEPATYPOl NaaBaeHUs
N MHOXEeCTBOM BO3MOKHOCTEN INTbA, XapaKTEPHOM A1 PUMCKUX CTaTyaTOK U cTaTyi. bonblwoe
KONMYEeCTBO MeAM B MO30/104EHHOM YacTN N3AennA NPeanoiaraeT, YTo NNeHKa 30/10Ta Ha CaMOM Jene
npepcrasnfet cobom cnnas 30710Ta U megu. Heneso, CKopee BCETO, MPOUCXOANT M3 TAKUX NpPUMecen,
KaK 3eMAA, Nbiab U T. 4.

MPUNOXKEHUE 2 AHanormm pumckoi akeuae ns Cankyupl, Npuweawen ¢ TeppuTopumn PymbiHKN,
cnepytowme: bapbowu - aoe yactm 12, Pakapu 13 u Opnea 14 MomMnmo pasnnumnii B pasamepax U Bece, C
Y4YETOM M03bl, aHANOrNYHble GUrypbl aKBWIbI N3 CaNKyLbl NPeaCcTaBAeHbl HUXKeE. . B 3Toi obnactu ectb U
Apyrue nsobpaxkeHna pumckux akema (Jeca, Pomyna), Ho OHW OTHOCATCA K Apyromy Tmny
M306parKeHnin, BEPOATHO, TOTO e 3HavyeHusa. 1. bapbolwn: 6poH30Ban akeuna (puc. 3),
BOCMpPOM3BEAEHHAA B BEPTUKAIBHOM NOMOXKEHWUM, BbIXKUAAIOLWAA, HEMHOIO HaK/IOHEHHAA BNEBO;
KpblJbA MONYOTKPbITbI; Y NTULbI KPEMKUIA KNIOB, OTKPbITbIE F1a3a, KPenKue HOMM € BbICTYNAOLWMMM
Kortamu, boratoe nepo, BUAMMOE MO HACEYKAM; O4EHb XOPOLLIO COXPaHWUANCD; CIY4aMHO HalAEHHbIN;
Korza oH bbin onyb6anMKoBaH, NpoM3BeAeHNE NPUHASNENKAN0 A-PY. YacTHaA Konnekuma H. Makennapuy;
pa3mepbl He yKa3aHbl. Bubnnorpadua: 'x. Ltedan, Nouvelles découvertes dans le «castellum» romain
de Barbosi, Dacia, V-VI (1935-1936), 1938, c. 345, puc. 6. 2. bapboluun: 6poH30Ban akBuna (puc. 4),
BOCNpPOM3BEAEHHAA B BEPTMKAIbHOM NOJIOXKEHWUU, C FTONIOBOM BMPABO U PACKPbITBIMU KPbIIbAMM; r1a3a
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